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Department of Curriculum & Instruction - University of Maryland, College Park 

EDCI 792 (formerly 692) 
Conducting Interpretive Inquiry in Classroom Contexts 

Spring 2008 

Thursday, 4:15pm – 7:00pm, Benjamin Building Room 2234 

Course website: http://www.wam.umd.edu/~tmbrown/edci792/ 

 
Instructor: Tara M. Brown 
Office: 2311G Benjamin Building 
Office Hours: Wed. & Thurs., 1:00-3:00pm 

Phone: (301) 405.0410 
Email: tmbrown@umd.edu 
Fax: (301) 314.9055 

 

COURSE OVERVIEW  
This course is intended to complement the introductory course EDCI 791 in qualitative methods.  
As an advanced course, students will explore in greater depth many of the concepts and practices 
to which they were previously introduced.  In particular, I will examine the various aspects of 
planning and conducting qualitative research including: 1) identifying and refining a research 
problem or issue, 2) developing a contextual framework for your topic, 3) developing a research 
design, and 4) analyzing data.  Students will be challenged to apply their knowledge of 
qualitative research to their own dissertation projects.  The hope is that in doing so, students will 
have an opportunity to think about qualitative methods in the context of their own work and will 
have opportunities to explore with others some of the issues that may arise in conducting such 
research. 

Much of the course will focus on the readings and activities aimed at supporting the development 
of students’ data analysis and interpretation strategies. I expect all students to have some 
qualitative date (interview and/or observation, preferably both) to work with, upon 
enrollment. Additionally, students will have the opportunity to collect new data. 

I will also help students to develop a broader range of theoretical, methodological, and 
epistemological understandings of qualitative research.  In addition to course readings, as a 
group I will explore examples of different research proposals and data collection strategies – 
actual observation protocols, field notes, interview protocols, and strategies for analysis.  In 
addition, I will work together to provide individuals with feedback on projects – this will include 
the development of problem statements, data collection instruments, conceptual frameworks, 
research design and methods, and systematic analysis and interpretation.  

 
COURSE GOALS 
 
By the end of the semester students will have: 

• Deepened their understanding of qualitative research methodologies, 
• Considered the connections between the problem at the center of their study, the implicit 
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and explicit theories guiding their work, and their research design and methods, 
• Explored the advantages and disadvantages of various data collection strategies and ways 

of analyzing data, and 
• Given constructive feedback on colleagues’ work and incorporated others’ feedback into 

their own work. 
 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS  
 
1. Class Participation 
I expect all students to come to class prepared to participate actively, to thoughtfully engage with 
class readings and to participate in class discussions and activities. Additionally, peer review will 
be an important component of this course, which will require students to review each other’s 
work and provide constructive feedback.  I expect students to contribute to their colleagues’ 
learning and development both in and outside of the regular class time. 

Because I am building a learning community in support of each other’s work, regular class 
attendance is extremely important. If you must miss class for any reason, please notify one of the 
instructors well in advance and arrange with a classmate to catch up. 
 
2. Written Assignments  
I expect all written assignments to be completed on time (handed in at the beginning of the class 
period and an electronic copy submitted).  All written work will be held to high standards and 
should conform to proper grammar, usage, punctuation and spelling. Please proof read.  You 
might ask a colleague to review your work prior to handing it in – this often helps improve the 
overall quality.  All written work must be double-spaced and in 12 point font, one inch margins. 
 
Each written assignment will contribute to a complete research report that is due at the end of the 
semester.  I will explore the different components of the research project in class and will 
provide more details about our expectations for each piece as I study the components in class.  
You will be sharing some of the written assignments in class, either with a partner, small group, 
or the whole class. It is, therefore, vital that all assignments be completed on time.  

A.  Research Direction (due: 2/1/07)  10% of Grade 
In no more than 3 pages, tell us about what you hope to research in this course and why. 
• What do you expect to be your research topic and why is it important? 
• From what/whose perspective will you look and why? 
• How have your prior experiences (personal, professional, academic or research-

related) influenced the way you are thinking about and expect to approach your 
research topic? 

• Propose one to three research questions to guide your study. 
 
B.  Literature Review (due 2/15/07)     15% of Grade 

In 3 to 4 pages, review literature that informs your study. Include about 10 sources.   

C.  Theoretical Framework (due 3/1/07)    15% of Grade 
In about 2 pages, explain the conceptual context/theoretical framework of your study.  
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D.  Methodology (due 3/8/07)      15% of Grade 

In 2-3 pages, describe the methodology you will use in your study. Include descriptions 
of the following: 
• Sample - who or what you are studying. 
• Data collection – the kinds of data you are collecting and how you intend on 

collecting it. 
• Analytic tradition – the methodological foundation of your study. How you will 

approach the analysis of your data.  
 
E.  Research Report (Draft due 4/26/07, Final due 5/17/07)  35% of Grade 

The final report should be 20-25 pages. You will submit a draft of your final research 
report on 4/26/07 for peer review.  Presentations of final projects will be made in class on 
5/3 and 5/7/07. The final paper includes the following components: 

• Introduction 
• Literature Review 
• Conceptual Context/Theoretical Framework 
• Methodology 
• Analysis/Findings 
• Discussion/Conclusion 

 

GRADING  SCALE 
 

Class Participation 10% 90-100 = A 
Research Direction 15% 89-89 = B 
Literature Review 15% 70-79 = C 
Methodology 15% 60-69 = D 
Final Research Report 35% Below 60 = F 

 
 
NOTE:    In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), I will work with you if you 

have a documented disability that impacts your work in this course. If you wish to discuss 
accommodations, please let me know as soon as possible.  

 
Your participation in this course is vital. Please let me know, as soon as possible, of any 
conflicts you may have with class meeting times or coursework (e.g., due to religious 
observations), so arrangements can be made. 

 
The University of Maryland, College Park has a nationally recognized Code of Academic 
Integrity, administered by the Student Honor Council. This Code sets standards for academic 
integrity at Maryland for all students. As a student, you are responsible for upholding these 
standards for this course. It is very important for you to be aware of the consequences of 
cheating, fabrication, facilitation, and plagiarism.  For more information on the Code of 
Academic Integrity or the Student Honor Council, please visit http://www.shc.umd.edu. 
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COURSE READINGS 
Denzin, Norman and Lincoln, Yvonna. (2008). Collecting and interpreting qualitative 

materials. Third Edition. SAGE Publications.  ISBN:1412957575 
Strauss, Anselm and Corbin, Juliet. (2007). Basics of qualitative research: Techniques 

and procedures for developing grounded theory. Third Edition. SAGE 
Publications.   ISBN: 0803959400 

Wolcott, Harry F. (2005). The art of fieldwork. SAGE Publications. Second Edition. 
AltaMira Press.  ISBN: 0759107963 

Wolcott, Harry F. (2001). Writing up qualitative research. SAGE Publications.  ISBN: 
0761924299  

 
Books are available in the campus bookstore.  Additional readings will also be required, 
which will either be provided by the instructor, available in an E-Journal through the 
UMD Research Port, or posted on the course website, as noted in the syllabus. 

 

COURSE OUTLINE 

January 31st Ð Course Introduction 
 

February 7th Ð Considerations for Entering the Research Process 
Research Direction Paper Due 

Bring to Class - a piece of an interview transcript or field note – no more than 5 pages 
 
Activity: Data Analysis, Literature Review Introduction 
 
Readings:  
Boote, D.N and Beile, P. (2005). Scholars before researchers: On the centrality of the 

dissertation literature review in research preparation. Educational Researcher, 34 (6), pp. 
3-15. E-Journal 

Strauss and Corbin. (2007). Basics of Qualitative Research 
• Chapter 2, Practical Considerations (p. 19-43)   
• Chapter 3, Prelude to Analysis (p. 45-64) 

Wolcott. (2005). The art of fieldwork.   
• Chapter 2, Fieldwork as Art? (p. 15-24)   
• Chapter 3, How Art Works (p. 25-53) 

 

February 14th Ð  Conceptual Frameworks and Their Relationship to Literature Reviews 
Activity: Developing a Conceptual Map, Causation Presentation  
 
Readings:  
Denzin and Lincoln. (2008). Collecting and interpreting qualitative materials. 

• Denzin, N. & Lincoln, Y.  Chapter 1, Introduction (p. 1-43) 
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• Denzin, N. & Lincoln, Y.  Part 1 Introduction, Methods of Collecting and Analyzing 
Empirical Materials (p. 45-55) 

• Chase, S.  Chapter 2, Narrative Inquiry: Multiple Lenses, Approaches, Voices (p. 67-
69 only) 

Maxwell, Joseph. (2004). Qualitative Research Design. Qualitative research design: An 
interactive approach. Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE Publications.  Chapter 3, Conceptual 
Framework: What Do You Think is Going On?  (Website > Readings) 

Wolcott. (2001). Writing up qualitative research.  
• Chapter 4, Linking Up (p. 70-99) 

 
Recommended Online Sources (Website > Links): 
The Literature Review: A Few Tips On Conducting It  
How to write a Literature Review   
Writing the Literature Review  

 

February 21st Ð Considering Data for Collection and Analysis   
Literature Review Due 

Bring to Class Ð the interview transcript or field note that you worked with on Feb. 7th 
 
Activity: TBA 
 
Readings: 
Denzin and Lincoln. (2008). Collecting and interpreting qualitative materials. 

• Fontana, A. & Frey, J.  Chapter 4, The Interview: From Neutral Stance to Political 
Movement (p. 115-159) 

Strauss and Corbin. (2007). Basics of Qualitative Research 
• Chapter 4, Strategies for Qualitative Data Analysis (p. 65-86) 

Wolcott. (2005). The art of fieldwork.   
• Chapter 5, Fieldwork: The Basic Arts (p. 79-114) 

 

February 28th Ð Beginning Analysis  
Activity: Creating Matrix Displays 
 
Readings: 
Bird, C.M. (2005). How I stopped dreading and learned to love transcription. Qualitative 

Inquiry, 11(2). pp.226-248. E-Journal. 
Strauss and Corbin. (2007). Basics of Qualitative Research 

• Chapter 5, Introduction to Context, Process, and Theoretical Integration (p. 87-115) 
• Chapter 6, Memos and Diagrams (p. 117-141)   

 

March 6th Ð The Possibilities of Qualitative Research 
 
Activity: Conceptual Frameworks Workshop 
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Readings: 
Flyvbjerg, B. (2006). Five misunderstandings about case study research. Qualitative Inquiry, 

12(2). pp.219-245. E-Journal 
Maxwell, J.A. (2004). Causal explanation, qualitative research, and scientific inquiry in 

education. Educational Researcher, 33(2). pp. 3-11. E-Journal 
Wolcott. (2005). The art of fieldwork.   

• Chapter 5, The Satisfactions of Fieldwork  (p. 213-228) 
 

March 13th Ð Strategies for Deeper Analysis 

Conceptual Context/Theoretical Framework Due  
 
Activity: Introduction to Writing the Methodology, Interpretation Presentation 
 
Readings:  
Denzin and Lincoln. (2008). Collecting and interpreting qualitative materials. 

• Atkinson, P. & Delamont, S.  Chapter 9, Analytic Perspectives (p. 285-311) 
Denzin, K. (1998). The art and politics of interpretation. In K. Denzin and Y. Lincoln (Eds.), 

Collecting and interpreting qualitative materials.  Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications. 
313-344).  (provided by instructor)  

Strauss and Corbin. (2007). Basics of Qualitative Research 
• Chapter 8, Analyzing Data for Concepts (p. 159-194) 
• Chapter 11, Bringing Process into the Analysis (p. 247-262) 

 
 

March 20th Ð Spring Break 

 
 

March 27th Ð AERA No Class 
 

Methodology Due 
Submit to instructor by email by Friday, March 28th 

 
Reading: 
Wolcott. (2005). The art of fieldwork.   

• Chapter 8, The Art of Conceptualizing (p. 169-188) 
 

 
April 3 rdÐ Analyzing Interviews and Fieldnotes with an Eye Towards Writing Up  

Methodology Due 
Bring to Class Ð one hour of interviewing, transcribed (bring two copies) 

 
Activity: Feedback/discussion on interview data, Unspoken Data Workshop 
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Readings: 
Denzin and Lincoln. (2008). Collecting and interpreting qualitative materials. 

• Peräkylä, A.  Chapter 11, Analyzing Talk and Text (p. 351-374) 
• Richardson, L. & Adams St. Pierre, E.  Chapter 15, Writing: A Method of Inquiry (p. 

473-499) 
Wolcott. (2005). The art of fieldwork.  

• Chapter 9, The Art of Self Expression (p. 189-210)  
Wolcott. (2001). Writing up qualitative research.  

• Chapter 2, Getting Going (p. 13-48) 
• Chapter 4, Keeping Going (p. 49-69) 

 

April 10 th Ð Reflexivity in Fieldwork and Analysis  

Bring to Class Ð one hour of observation field notes, written up (bring two copies) 

 
Activity: Feedback/discussion on observation data, Demonstration of Qual. Analysis Software 
 
Readings: 
Bourgois, Philippe. (2000). Violating apartheid in the United States: On the street and in 

academia. In F. Twine & J. Warren (Eds.), Racing Research: Researching Race. New 
York: New York University Press. (provided by Instructor)  

Wolcott. (2005). The art of fieldwork.   
• Chapter 6, The Darker Arts (p. 115-146) 

 

April 17thÐ Finishing up Writing and Considering Validity  

Revised Literature Review Due 

 
Activity: Presentation Demonstration 
 
Readings:  
Altheide, D. & Johnson, J. (1998). Criteria for assessing interpretive validity in qualitative 

research. In N. Denzin & Y. Lincoln, Collecting and Interpreting Qualitative Materials. 
Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications. 283-312. (provided by instructor)  

Strauss and Corbin. (2007). Basics of Qualitative Research 
• Chapter 14, Criteria for Evaluation (p. 297-312) 

Wolcott. (2005). The art of fieldwork.    
• Chapter 7, The Art of (Conceptual) Self-Defense (p. 151-167) 

Wolcott. (2001). Writing up qualitative research.  
• Chapter 4, Tightening Up (p. 109-139) 
 

April 24 th Ð Challenges and Dilemmas in Qualitative Research 
Draft Due 
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Bring 2 copies of a draft of your final paper – one for peer review and one for the instructors 
 
Activity: Debate: Qualitative vs. Quantitative 
 
Readings: 
Denzin and Lincoln. (2008). Collecting and interpreting qualitative materials. 

• House, E. Chapter 19, Qualitative Evaluation and Changing Social Policy (p. 623-
640) 

Luttrell, W. 2003. Pregnant bodies, fertile minds: Gender, race, and the schooling of pregnant 
girls. New York: Routledge. Chapter 6: Entering Girls’ Worlds (pp. 147-170).  (provided 
by instructor)  

Wolcott. (2005). The art of fieldwork.   
• Chapter 11, The Art of Discretion  (p. 229-289) 

May 1st  

Bring to Class Ð the paper you reviewed for your classmate 
 
Activity:  Debrief of draft reviews in class 
 Final Presentations 
 

May 8th Ð Last Class Meeting 
Activity:  Final Presentations 

May 19th  Ð Final Research Report Due  
 


