
Spring 2008 

 
   
 

UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND AT COLLEGE PARK 
Department of Curriculum and Instruction 

 
EDCI 763: READING, COGNITION, & INSTRUCTION: READING IN THE CONTENT 

AREAS 
Wednesdays 5:30-8:30 

Blair High School 
 

Dr. Ayanna Baccus 
2311 Benjamin Building 

301-332-7244 
baccusa@umd.edu 

Office Hours: Mondays 4-5 and by appt. 
 

DESCRIPTION  
 

 EDCI 763: Reading, Cognition, and Instruction: Reading in the Content Areas prepares 
middle and high school teachers to plan and implement effective content area reading instruction. 
Students will review research and best practices for developing academic vocabulary, comprehension, 
and background knowledge. Students will also review and discuss the influence of cognitive 
psychology on content area literacy, reading strategy instruction, student diversity, content area 
literacy assessment, the selection and use of content area texts, and supportive contexts for learning.  
As a required course in the Master’s Certification secondary education program, this course 
emphasizes the importance of research and inquiry, professional and content knowledge, diversity, 
technology, and collaboration in the development of reflective practitioners. 

 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 

 
This course meets and addresses the Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE) reading course 
requirement, Teaching Reading in the Secondary Content Areas, I.  
 
Students in this course will demonstrate  

1. understanding of theories of the reading process and content area literacy  
2. understanding and application of theories of cognitive psychology, including 

metacognition, schema theory, and scaffolding  
3. knowledge and competency creating contexts and environments to support reading 

motivation and content area literacy instruction 
4. knowledge and competency in using instructional strategies to develop content area 

literacy skills, including comprehension and vocabulary  
5. understanding of background knowledge and vocabulary development and instruction 
6. competency in designing and implementing strategic literacy instruction in the content 

areas for all students, including diverse learners and struggling readers. 
7. knowledge and competency in assessing learners’ content area literacy skills in order to 

plan effective instruction 
8. knowledge of strategies for using instructional materials, texts, and technology to develop 

content area literacy 
9. knowledge of the elements and features of content area and informational texts 

COURSE TEXTS & Readings 
 
Allen, J. (2007). Inside words: Tools for teaching academic vocabulary, grades 4-12. 

Portland, ME: Stenhouse Publishers.  
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Allen, J. (2004). Tools for teaching content literacy. Portland, ME: Stenhouse Publishers. 
 
Fisher, D., & Frey, N. (2008). Improving adolescent literacy: content area strategies at work 

(2nd ed.). Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson.   
 
Graves, M.F. (2004). Theories and constructs that have made a significant difference in 

adolescent literacy – but have the potential to produce still more positive benefits. In T.L. Jetton & 
J.A. Dole (Eds.), Adolescent literacy research and practice (pp. 433-452). New York: Guilford Press.  
  
 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
Participation & Class Activities 
 

You are expected to attend all scheduled classes and to participate in class discussions and 
tasks. This portion of your grade will take into account the quality and substance of your 
contributions to our on-going learning and your completion of all in-class activities. [15%] 
 

Assignments and Projects 
 

Literacy Study Group:  Each student will participate in a study group that examines an 
area related to content area literacy instruction. Each group will read and discuss a 
professional book, and present key information from the text to the class. Literacy study 
groups will meet weekly in class to engage in discussions and study group reflections. Group 
presentations should be brief, engaging, and interactive. Each student will complete and 
submit a typed, double-spaced, reflection paper (2-3 pages) that addresses connections to the 
text and knowledge gained from study group.  [30%] 
 
Team Teaching Project: In groups, students will assume leadership responsibilities for 
planning and teaching one class. Groups should choose a topic, locate and distribute 1-2 
additional articles that support the scheduled text reading (if needed), and prepare an engaging 
lesson. Group members should collaborate with one another to present information, lead 
discussions of the readings, and share strategies for developing literacy in content area classes. 
[25%] 
 
Content Area Literacy Unit: Students will develop an original content area instructional 
unit. Each unit will consist of a cover sheet and 6 lesson plans that incorporate literacy and 
vocabulary instruction. One lesson must be implemented in the internship classroom and 
evaluated in a reflection paper. Units should be typed and uploaded to Blackboard by the due 
date; and will be presented on the last night of class. [30%] 

 
 
 
 
 
Grading Scale 
 

A = 90-100 
 

B = 80-89 
 

C = 70-79 
 

D = below 70 
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Academic Integrity 
 The class follows the guidelines set forth in the University Code of Academic Integrity. 
Consult the web at: http://www.studenthonorcouncil.umd.edu/code.html 
 
UMCP Honor Pledge 

The university has a nationally recognized Honor Code, administered by the Student Honor 
Council. The University of Maryland Honor Pledge reads: 
 
“I pledge on my honor that I have not given or received any unauthorized assistance on this 
assignment/examination.” 
 
Unless you are specifically advised to the contrary, the pledge statement should be 
handwritten and signed on the front cover of all papers, projects, or other academic 
assignments submitted for evaluation in this course. Students who fail to write and sign the 
pledge will be asked to confer with the instructor.  

 
Religious Observances 

Please inform the instructor of any absences for religious observances in advance. Students 
shall be given an opportunity to make up any academic assignment that is missed due to 
individual participation in religious observances. 

 
Disability Services & Accommodations 

If you have a documented disability and require specific accommodations, please contact me 
as soon as possible.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COURSE OUTLINE 
 

Date Topic Readings Due 
January 30 Course Introduction 

Content Area Literacy and Diverse Learners 
 

 

February 6 Texts and Materials 
Literacy and Cognition (Scaffolding, Schema 
Theory, Metacognition, Motivation, and other 
theories) 
 

Fisher & Frey Chapters 1 
and 2 
Graves (2004) 

February 13 Building Background Knowledge and Interest 
 

Fisher & Frey Chapter 3 

February 20 Vocabulary  Fisher & Frey Chapter 4 
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Literacy Study Group 
 

February 27 Comprehension  
Literacy Study Group  
 

Fisher & Frey Chapter 5 

March 5 Questioning Strategies 
Literacy Study Group  
Content Area Unit Topics Due 
 

Fisher & Frey Chapter 6 
 

March 12 Graphic Organizers and Representations 
Literacy Study Group 
 

Fisher & Frey Chapter 7 

March 19 Spring Break 
 

 

March 26 Spring Break 
 

 

April 2 Summarizing and Taking Notes 
Literacy Study Group  
 

Fisher & Frey Chapter 8 

April 9 Writing to Learn & Strategic Reading 
Literacy Study Group 
 

Fisher & Frey Chapter 9 
 

April 16 Literacy Study Group Presentations 
Reflections Due 
 

 

April 23 Literacy Study Group Presentations 
Reflections Due 
 

 

April 30 Assessing Learning & Literacy 
 

Fisher & Frey Chapter 10 

May 7 Content Area Literacy Units Due and Presentations 
 

 

May 14 Content Area Literacy Units Due and Presentations 
 

 

 


