University of Maryland

College of Education/Department of Curriculum and Instruction Course Syllabus

EDCI 631: STUDENT ASSESSMENT IN THE SECOND LANGUAGE CLASSROOM

Spring 2008

Mrs. Holly Stein
Email: hstein628@comcast.net
Office hours: by appointment

EDCI 631 Purpose: The goal of teacher preparation programs at the University of Maryland is
to prepare discipline-based, reflective practitioners for a pluralistic society through research-
based professional programs.

This course is specifically designed to address the MSDE ESOL K-12 certification

assessment requirement, the TESOL/NCATE Standards Domain 4 (Assessment), and the EDCI
Conceptual Framework. Participants in this course will analyze published and teacher-made
ESL tests and will develop items to assess language skills in this course which emphasizes
principles of ESL test construction. Participants will understand issues of assessment in general
and as they apply to standards-based assessment of language proficiency and academic content.

Objectives: At the end of this course, students will be able to:

Demonstrate an understanding of the issues of assessment as they relate to second
language learners (TESOL/NCATE 4.a.1, 4.a.2,4.a.3,4.a.4)

Write items to test listening comprehension, vocabulary, reading comprehension, oral
production, and grammar (TESOL/NCATE 4.b.4)

Construct teacher-made tests and assessments for students in the second language
classroom (TESOL/NCATE 4.b.4 and 4.c.1, 4.c.2, 4.c.3)

Assess second language learners’ language skills and communicative competence using
multiple sources of information (TESOL/NCATE 4.b.5)

Administer tests for second language learners

Interpret test results

Compute basic test statistics

Required Text:

Hughes, A. (2003). Testing for language teache® ed.Cambridge, United Kingdom:
Cambridge University Press.

Course Requirements:

Participation in class discussions and activities

Analysis of a published language test

Analysis of a teacher-made quiz

Analysis and discussion of assigned readings

Development of an annotated bibliography

Facilitation of a discussion on an article about assessment
Development of items to test specific language skills
Development of an ESL test with answer key, scoring guidelines,
directions for administration

9. Development of an alternative assessment with scoring rubric
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Participation Guidelines:

Regular attendance and active participation in this course is important and expected.
Participation includes completing in-class and out-of-class assignments by due dates, completing
reading assignments and sharing reactions to these during class discussion, facilitating a class
discussion, and working collaboratively with others, as assigned. Failure to complete an
assignment by due date (without prior instructor approval) may result in a lower grade. Contact
me to discuss any questions or concerns about the class and/or your performance in it.

Grading: Points

1. TESOL Position Paper Reaction 5

2. Analysis of tests 15
3. Annotated bibliography 15
4. Presentation of article 10
5. Quiz 10
6. Developing test items 20
7. Final project 25

100

University and Course Policies: This course complies with all relevant University policies
including:
1) Code of Student Conduct (www.studentconduct.umd.edi

2) Code of Academic Integrity (Honor Code) (www.studenthonorcouncil.umd.edu
<http://www.studenthonorcouncil.umd.edu/>) Unless exempted, the Pledge should be
written by handind signedon the front cover of all papers, projects, or other academic
assignments submitted for evaluation in this course.

Ol pledge on my honor that | have not given or received any unauthorized assisttise on
assignment/examination.O

3) University Campus Policy and Procedures on Sexual Harassment
(inform.umd.edu/CampusInfo/Departments/PRES/policies/vi120a.html
<http://www.inform.umd.edu/CampusInfo/Departments/PRES/policies/vil20a. htm[>)

4) Disability services: Students who have documented disabilities and who wish to discuss
academic accommodations within this course should contact the instructor before or as soon
as possible after the beginning of the course.

Make-up Policy: Assignments are due at beginning of the class period for which they are listed
on the syllabus unless otherwise announced by the instructor. Assignments submitted after the
due date will not earn full credit unless previously arranged with the instructor. Graded
assignments submitted forexaluation may earn partial credit.



EDCI 631: STUDENT ASSESSMENT IN THE SECOND LANGUAGE CLASSROOM
Course Schedule, Spring 2008

Schedule of Topics:Note: Readings for each class are listed in parentheses after the topics.
(Ex. H, Ch3 denotes Hughes text, chapter 3)

January 28
Orientation to course
Nature of Measurement
Testing, Assessment, and Evaluation
TESOL Positions on Assessment and Accountability of ESOL Students

February 4
Teaching and Testing (H, Ch 1,2)
Kinds of tests and testing (H, Ch 3)
Theory: Types of Validity (H, Ch 4)
Due: Summary and personalreaction to TESOL Position Papes (1-2 pages)

February 11
Analyzing a published language test
Evolving TESOL Position on Assessment
Recognizing types of validity

February 18
Theory: Reliability; Making tests reliable (H, Ch,5)
Backwash (H, Ch 6)
Constructing test items: writing (H, Ch 9
Article presentations and discussions

February 25
Stages of test construction (H, Ch 7)
Testing techniques (H, Ch 8
Distinguishing reliability from validity
Due: Writing test items

March 3
Cultural relevancy/cultural bias
Alternative assessment (Article by Deborah Sh)
Article presentations and discussions
Due: Analysis of a pubished test

March 10
Constructing test items: reading (H, Ch 11)
Article presentations and discussions
Due: Readingtest items
Quiz on types of tests and key assessment terminology

March 17 Spring Break



March 24
Computing basic test statistics; interpreting test results (H, Appendix 1)
Constructing test items: speaking (H. Ch 10)
Article presentations and discussions
Due: Speaking test items

March 31
Constructing test items: listening (H, Ch 12)
Assessment and content area material
Article presentations and discussions
Due: Critical analysis of teachermade quiz
Due: Listening test items

April 7
Reduced Redundancy/Linguistic Simplification
Testing ability (H, Ch 14)
Constructing test items: grammar and vocabulary (H, Ch 13)
Article presentations and discussions
Due: Grammar and vocabulary test items

April 14
Testing young learners (H, Ch 15)
Article presentations and discussions
Due: Annotated bibliography

April 21
Addressing validity and reliability in teacher-made tests
Computer-based tests, Testing and Distance Learning, Dynamic Assessment—Bring an
article on one of these topics to share/discuss
Article presentations and discussions

April 28
Administering tests (H, Ch 16)
Assessing LEP students with suspected learning disabilities; Assessing gifted and
talented LEP students—Bring an article on one of these topics to shaféiscuss
Article presentations and discussions

May 5
TESOL/NCATE Assessment Standard #4—a Self-Assessment
Article presentations and discussions
Other topics as requested

May 12
Presentation/demonstration of final test projects



EDCI 631: STUDENT ASSESSMENT IN THE SECOND LANGUAGE CLASSROOM
Spring 2008

Annotated Bibliography

Students must prepare an annotated bibliography of five (5) articles, or book chapters,
focused on a specific aspect of assessment®. Your text about each article must be between 175-
225 words. Annotations longer than 225 words may lose points. For each article, provide a
summary, a personal reaction and an explanation of how it is relevant to assessment (if relevancy
is not obvious). All articles included in the bibliography must be published between 2000-2008.
*Topic focus for the bibliography must be approved by the instructor.

¥ A minimum of three (3) articles must relate directly to the assessment of English
language learners (ELLSs).

¥ No more than two (2) articles may come from a newspaper or popular magazine.

¥ A minimum of one (1), but no more than four (4) articles are to be found on-line.

¥ A minimum of one (1) article must come from a TESOL publication.

The cover page of the bibliography must contain a matrix identifying each article by author
name and checking the category(ies) in which it fits. (See sample matrix below)

Author(s) ELLs Newspaper/Mag | Published on-line TESOL Pub
(3-5) (0-2) (1-4) (1-5)

#1

#2

#3

44

#5

Rubric for Grading Annotated Bibliography

Points per article

Complete reference cited, in APA format 5

Article fits within required categories of sources (see above) .5

Explains

Clear summary of article (& how topic is relevant to assessment) 1

Clearly stated personal reaction to article 1

Total points 3 x 5 articles=15oints

For APA format, see APA Format Guide at:
http://healthlinks.washington.edu/hsl/styleguides/apa.html



EDCI 631: STUDENT ASSESSMENT IN THE SECOND LANGUAGE CLASSROOM
Spring 2008

Group Presenttion of Article for Class Discussion

All students are required to be part of a group presentation of one article on testing and/or
assessment. Groups are expected to present a summary of the article and to facilitate a class
discussion related to the article. Presentation and discussion is expected to last 15-20 minutes.
Groups will submit a written statement with a summary of the article plus personal reactions and
critique. Any article on the topic of assessment that has relevancy to assessment of ELLs is
acceptable.

Rubric for Group Presentation of Article

Presents clear summary of article 3
Shows relevancy to ELLs 1
Facilitates class discussion 3
States personal reaction to article 1
Submits written statement 2
10

Designing Test Items, Assignments and Grading Information

Writing Te st Items

Direct testing of Writing: Write 2 test items and state how each item will be scored. (2 pts)
Provide a scoring rubric for 1 item. (.5 pt)

Indirect testing of Writing: Write 2 test items and state the underlying writing skill being tested.
(2 pts) State how each item will be scored. (.5 pt)

Grading: Total of 5points

Reading Test Items

Write 10 items to test reading and identify the reading skill each item is testing. At least 4 of the
items must test Careful reading operations and at least four (4) must test Expeditious reading
operations. Your assignment must include the text for which the questions are designed.
Grading: 1/2 point per item (i.e.question and identified sKijITotal of 5points

Listening/Speaking Test Items

Write 3 items to test listening and 2 items to test speaking using the types of questioning
techniques described in the textbook chapters.

Grading: 1 pointper item; Total ob points

Grammar/Vocabulary Items See Hughes, pages 184-185, Reader activities.

From the first activity (““Construct items to test the following:”), write 3 test items choosing from
the 4 bulleted choices. From the third activity (“Produce three vocabulary tests... .”), select 2
vocabulary words from the 10 given. For each work write 3 test items, as described in the text:
one multiple choice without context; one multiple choice with context; one gap filling.

Grading: 1 point per item; Total of points



EDCI 631: ANALYSIS OF PUBLISHED LANGUAGE TEST
Include the following information in your analysis of the published language test.

General information

o Name of test

o Publisher & date published

o Language skills tested

o Target population: i.e., age, grade(s), native language(s), etc.

o Purpose(s) of test ))

Test Descriptors—Select the appropriate term from each pair and explain why that term is
appropriate for the test

o norm vs. criterion reference

o direct vs. indirect

o discrete point vs. integrative

o objective vs. subjective 4)
Validity (2)
Reliability (2)
Test Administration: (1)

o Length of time to administer test

o How administered? (to a group at the same time? Individually?)
o Information on instructions for test administrator

o Description of Scoring; Score range

Final Grade /10
EDCI 631: ANALYSIS OF TEACHER-MADE TEST
Include the following information in your analysis of the teacher-made test.

General information

o Test being analyzed

o  Purpose(s) of test

o Target population

o Knowledge being tested (.5)
Test Descriptors—Select the appropriate term from each pair and explain why that term is
appropriate for the test

o norm vs. criterion reference

o direct vs. indirect

o speed vs. power

o discrete point vs. integrative

o objective vs. subjective €))]
Types of test items (.5)
Cultural relevancy/cultural bias
Validity (1)
Reliability (1)
Test Administration: (.5)

o Length of time to administer test

o How administered? (to a group at the same time? Individually?)

o Description of Scoring; Score range
Suggestions for improvement (.5)
Final Grade /5



EDCI 631: STUDENT ASSESSMENT IN THE SECOND LANGUAGE CLASSROOM
Spring 2008

FINAL TEST PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Students are required to construct both a traditional teseind an alternative assessment
for a group of Engdlish language learners.Both the test and alternative assessment must
evaluate the sameet ofsub-skills.

The final EDCI 631 projects will be graded using the description below. The “EDCI 631
Rubric for Scoring Final Project: Traditional Test and Alternative Assessment” describes how
points will be awarded.

1. The project must include documentation which clearly states and/or explains the
following.
a. target age range (i.e., K-3, 4-6, 7-12)
. target proficiency level(s) (i.e., beginning, intermediate, advanced)
purpose(s) of the traditional test and alternative assessment
the two skills being assessed (listening, speaking, reading, writing, grammar)
the specific sub-skills within the two skills; you may cite MSDE ELP standards
a test description which includes an explanation of why the test is norm or
criterion referenced; direct or indirect; discrete point or integrative; speed or
power; and objective or subjective.
g. alist of the types of test items used, i.e., multiple choice, cloze, etc.
h. how you designed the test to make it reliable and valid (at least 3 types of
validity)
i.  how you designed the test to avoid cultural bias and build cultural relevancy
j. an explanation of the scoring: the traditional test must be worth 50 points, i.e., its
range of scores must be between 0 and 50 points. You will decide how the 50
points will be divided between the two skill areas being tested. Points awarded
per skill do not need to be equal.
2. The traditional test must include complete and clear directions for administering it as well
as a scoring guide and answer key.
The traditional test must include all student test pages and student answer sheets.
4. Your alternative assessment task must evaluate the same skills and sub-skills as are tested
in the traditional test. You must clearly and fully describe the alternative assessment in
detail and provide a rubric for assessing the skills.
Final projects may be presented in the last class session.
6. Final project is worth 25 points as explained on the rubric below.

o a0 o

(98]

e



EDCI 631 Rubric for Scoring Final Project: Traditional Test and Alternative Assessment

Criteria

2 Points

1 Point

0 Points

Traditional Test

Documentation | Provides all information Provides most Provides little to no
(weighted point | required in item 1. information required in information required in
value) Information is accurate and item 1. Most is accurate item 1, or information is
appropriate. (4 points) and appropriate. (2 pts) inaccurate/inappropriate.
Required skills Tests 2 of the required skills; | Tests only 1 of the Doesn’t test any of the
& Tests sub-skills that are required skills; Identifies | required skills;
Sub-skills appropriate for the grade, or tests some sub-skills Identifies or tests sub-

purpose and language
proficiency of the target
population

that are appropriate and
some that are
inappropriate

skills that are
inappropriate

Type(s) of test
items

Specific test items & item
types are appropriate for the

Most test items & item
types are appropriate for

Most test items & item
types are inappropriate

grade, proficiencies, and the grade, proficiencies, for the grade,
language skills being tested and language skills proficiencies, and
language skills
Clarity of test All test items are clearly Most items are clear, able | Most items are unclear,
items written, able to be answered, | to be answered and/or will | confusing, or unable to
and will test what they are test what they are be answered; they will
designed to test designed to test not test what they are
designed to test
Validity Fully and accurately names Accurately names and No evidence of
and addresses 3 or more types | addresses 1-2 types of addressing validity or
of validity validity and/or addresses | does so incorrectly
them incorrectly
Reliability Accurately addresses Appropriately addresses No or inappropriate
reliability in 5 or more ways; | topic in 1-4 ways; Test discussion of topic; Test
Test supports this description | mostly supports the does not demonstrate
description reliability
Cultural Test appears to have cultural Test shows attempt at Test appears to be
Relevancy/Bias | relevancy and to be bias free | cultural relevancy culturally biased
Directions for | All directions are complete, Directions need more Directions are not
administering specific and clear; directions specificity and clarity; do | existent, confusing,
refer to all parts of the test; not cover all parts of the incomplete,
Directions can be followed test; are difficult to follow | inappropriate; can’t be
followed
Test pages, Student test pages, answer A few pages need Several pages are
Scoring guide, sheet, scoring guide, answer specificity, correction, inappropriate, incorrect,
Answer key key are included, accurate, and/or clarity; some pages | or missing

complete, specific and clear

are missing

Alternative Assessment Task

Assesses same
skills/sub-skills
as test (half pt value)

Assesses the same language
skills and sub-skills as the test

@)

Assesses different
language skills and sub-
skills

Description of
alternative task

Includes and clearly describes
appropriate tasks for the
assessment

Mix of appropriate and
inappropriate tasks; mix
of clear and unclear
descriptions of tasks

Inappropriate tasks;
Very brief and/or
unclear description of
tasks

Scoring rubric

Rubric is included; Is clear
and appropriate

Rubric is incomplete or
partially inappropriate

Rubric is not included or
is inappropriate




TESOL Position Papers Assignment and Rubric

On the TESOL website (www.tesol.org), locate the three Position Papers named below which are
concerned with Assessment and accountability. To find them, click on News on the top bar, then
on Position Statements found in the dropdown menu.

Read the following three papers

Position Paper on Assessment and Accountability under No Child Left Behind (2005)
Position Paper on High-Stakes Testing for K-12 English Language Learners in the USA

(2003)
Assessment and Accountability of ESOL Students (2000)
Summarize the key points of each of the three papers. (.5 pts per paper; total 1.5 pts)

State and explain your personal reaction to each of these position papers. (1 pt per; total 3 pts)

Assignment reflects understanding of arguments provided, accurate information and thoughtful
analysis (.5)

Final grade /5



