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 The University of Maryland 
 College of Education 
 Department of Education Curriculum and Instruction  
  

Conducting Research on Teaching, EDCI 696 
Spring 2007 

 
Faculty:   Dr. Victoria-María MacDonald 
Time:   Mondays, 6:00-9:00 pm  
Location:      Room 219 Building I, Shady Grove 
Office Hours:   TBA  
Phone Numbers:   Work: (301) 405-5579 
   Cell: (240) 205-6061 
E-mail   vmacdona@umd.edu  
 
Introduction 
 EDCI 696, Conducting Research on Teaching, helps pre-service teachers develop their 
reflective capacities by providing the opportunity for MCERT students to engage in rigorous 
inquiry into his or her own classroom practices during the course of their teaching internship.  
Over the course of the spring semester, students will identify a question about their own teaching 
practice, review the current research literature, develop a plan to collect data, collect and analyze 
their data and identify emergent themes, write an action research paper, and present their project 
and their findings to the class.  At each stage of students’ inquiry, feedback will be provided by 
the course instructor as well as the class research groups.   
 
 
 
What students can expect to gain from this course: 

o To understand the research process in an educational setting,  
 

o To study and improve your own teaching through the enactment of an action 
research project,  

 
o To learn the importance of collaboration in examining your own teaching through 

membership in a research group, 
 
o To learn how research and improvement of your own practice can have a 

transformative effect on school improvement and change at the local level and 
knowledge base about teaching.   

  
 

Academic Integrity 
Your work should be characterized by academic integrity and honesty. All students are 
expected to abide by the code of academic integrity throughout this course. Academic 
dishonesty, including cheating, fabrication, and plagiarism will not be tolerated and will 
be reported to the Student Honor Council. The full text of the code is available on the 
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web at www.inform.umd.edu/JPO. If you have any questions regarding the university’s 
policy on academic integrity, please talk to me.  

Academic Accommodations for Students with Disabilities 
If you have a documented disability that is relevant to the work that you will do in this 
course, please contact me as soon as possible so that appropriate accommodations can be 
made.  

Religious Beliefs and Practices 
Students will not be penalized because of observances of their religious beliefs. 
Whenever possible, students will be given reasonable time to make up any academic 
assignment that is missed due to participation in a religious observance. It is the student’s 
responsibility to inform the instructor as soon as possible of any intended absences for 
religious observances.  
 
Required Texts 
 
Geoffrey E. Mills, Action Research: A Guide for the Teacher Researcher. 3rd ed. New 
Jersey: Pearson/Merrill/Prentice Hall, 2007. 
 
 
Course Requirements  
To complete a 35-50 page Master’s Seminar Paper based upon an Action Research 
Project in your classroom and/or teaching practices.  
 
Three research journal entries   5 points each   15 15% 
Research Topic and Question   10 points  10 10% 
Literature Review     15 points  15 15% 
Mini Proposal     10 points   10 10% 
Peer Critique      5 points each   10  10% 
Draft of Final Paper     10 Points  10 10% 
Final Paper     30 points   30  30% 

Total  100% 
 
Point Distribution for Grades:  
A+= 95-100; A=89-94; A-=83-88; B+=77-82; B=71-76; B-=65-0; C+=59-64 
 
 
What is a research journal entry?  At three times during the semester you will be 
writing me to update how you are doing in the research process, any issues or problems 
that have arisen and in general to allow you to process the status of your project.  
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Course Overview  
 
The following benchmarks will be met during the semester – there will be flexibility with 
certain dates but firm deadlines are written below.  
 

1. Topic Identification and development of research question (January)  
2. Creation of Research Groups (January) 
3. Literature Review (late February)  
4. Possible revision of research question  
5. Conceptual framework 
6. Research Proposal/Action Plan (2-3pages) (March) 
7. Reflective Inquiry/Pilot  
8. Data Gathering (April)  
9. Data Analysis (April)  
10. Drafts and draft critiques. (late April/early May) 
11. Presentations of final project (May) 

 
 
Week One  January 29th  
Re-introductions.  Examples of Action Research.   
In-class assignment, “Brainstorming 101.”    
 
Week Two – February 5th  
Team Formation  
Research Journal #1 Due  
Reading:  Mills, pp.1-28. 
 
Week Three – February 12th   
Research Topic and Question Due 
Readings: Mills, pp.29-48. 
Helpful examples at Classroom Action Research, Madison, WI Metropolitan School District  
http://www.madison.k12.wi.us/sod/car/carhomepage.html 
 
Week Four – February 19th – No Class – President’s Day  
Work on Literature Reviews  
 
In addition to the assigned text, the following websites may be helpful:  
 
http://www.utoronto.ca/writing/litrev.html 
 
http://library.ucsc.edu/ref/howto/literaturereview.html 
 
http://libraries.luc.edu/research/handouts/litreview.html 
 
Week Five – February 26th  
Overview of Methods  
Readings: Mills, Chapter Three.  
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Week Six – March 5th   
Literature Reviews Due  
Readings: Mills, Chapter Four  
In-class:  Creating a Concept Map 
 
Week Seven – March 12th  
If ready, hand in mini-proposals for feedback or post on Blackboard Website by Friday, 
March 16th.  
 
Week Eight – March 19th – No Class – UMD Spring Break   
 
 
Week Nine – March 26th  
Last day for mini-proposals.  Peer critiques (2) due by today.   
Readings: Mills, Chapter Five 
 
Week Ten – April 2nd – No Class – Public Schools Closed   
 
Week Eleven – April 9th – No Class – AERA   
During this time, pilots and data collection should be started.  
 
**Second Journal Reflection due via digital drop box by April 13th.  
 
Week Twelve- April 16th  
 Instructor will meet with small groups during class-time.  
 
Week Thirteen- April 23  
*** Third Journal Reflection Due.  
Readings: Mills, Chapters 6, 7, and 8 (select most helpful sections for your stage of 
research.)  
 
Instructor will meet with small groups during class-time.  
 
 **Drafts are Due by Friday, April 27th in order to be returned by April 30th** 
 
Week Fourteen- April 30th   
Drafts returned for group review.  
Readings : Mills, Chapters 6, 7, and 8 (select most helpful sections for your stage of 
research.)  
 
Week Fifteen – May 7th – Last Day of Class – Barbecue/Potluck @ Professor 
MacDonald’s Home.  
 
****Date for Final Paper Submission and Presentations TBA 
 


