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University of Maryland at College Park 
Department of Curriculum & Instruction 

 

Course Syllabus 
EDCI 464 Ð Assessment in Reading 

Spring 2007 
 

Dr. Rose Marie Codling    Office:  Room 2311J Benjamin 
Phone:  301-405-8361     Email:  rcodling@umd.edu  
Office Hours:  Tuesday 3:00 - 4:00 
  Wednesday 3:00 Ð 4:00  

or by appointment 
Class Meets:  Wednesdays, 4:15-7:00 in Benjamin 2119 
 

The College of Education at the University of Maryland prepares discipline-based, 
reflective practitioners for a pluralistic society through research-based, professional 
programs.  To this end, the elementary education program within the Department of 
Curriculum and Instruction participates in a collaborative partnership with Prince 
GeorgeÕs County schools.  This ÔProfessional Development SchoolÕ (PDS) provides a 
context for elementary education teacher candidates to study and to examine professional 
teaching practice.   

The elementary education program strives to help students develop a knowledge 
base that is shared by teaching professionals.  The College of Education (COE) 
Conceptual Framework (see attachment) provides a foundation for the development of this 
knowledge base.  Students learn that effective teaching involves certain critical 
components, such as knowledge of curricula, subject matter, and appropriate pedagogical 
techniques for imparting subject matter knowledge.  In addition, a professional knowledge 
base includes an understanding of learners and their goals as well as appropriate 
assessment techniques.  Finally, students come to understand the importance of the social 
context of learning and its effects on learners.  The COE Conceptual Framework is 
integrated with standards from the Elementary Education Performance Based Assessment 
Plan, which address the planning, delivery, and assessment of effective instructional 
practice.   
 
Course Description 

EDCI 464 is taken concurrently with student teaching during Phase II of the 
elementary teacher education program.  The course is designed to provide students with 
an understanding of reading assessment in the context of the elementary classroom.  A 
wide range of assessment issues is discussed, especially as these factors relate to 
struggling readers.  Special attention is given to exploring obstacles to reading 
development and appropriate instruction to address these challenges.   

During the year-long internship, internsÕ performance in the field is evaluated 
using the University of Maryland Performance-Based Assessment (PBA).  Objectives and 
assignments in EDCI 464 are coded to indicate which of the performance standards they 
address.  The Performance-Based Assessment standards addressed in this course are: 
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I B.2 – establishing professional rapport 
I D.3 – collaboration and awareness of referral process 
I E – reflection on student outcomes 
III A.1 – use of assessment information to plan instruction 
III A.2 – review and choice of materials 
III A.3 – awareness of diversity in materials 
III B.2 – content integration 
III C.1 – use of informal techniques to assess instruction 
III C.2 – maintenance of assessment records and communication of findings  

 
Course Objectives 
Students will  
1. describe characteristics and purposes of informal and formal reading assessment (PBA 

standards: III A.1) 
2. demonstrate an understanding of the link between assessment and instruction (PBA 

standards: I E; III A.1; III A.2; III A.3; III B.2; III C.1) 
3. become proficient at using informal assessment techniques (e.g., interviews, running 

records, informal reading inventories) (PBA standards: I E; III A.1; III C.1) 
4. assess the strengths and needs of students using diagnostic materials and procedures 

(PBA standards: I B.2; I E; III A.1; III C.1) 
5. engage in a process of ongoing, dynamic reading assessment (PBA standards: I D.3;    

I E; III A.1; III C.1; III C.2) 
6. evaluate features of instructional materials (e.g., readability levels, vocabulary, 

concept complexity) (PBA standards: I E; III A.2; III A.3) 
7. plan appropriate instruction based on assessment information (PBA standards: I E; III 

A.1; III A.2; III A.3; III B.2; III C.1) 
 

Assignments & Grading 
 
Class Participation (15%) - Participation is an important component of this course.  You 
will learn the content of the course and be better prepared to apply it in a classroom 
context if you become actively involved in discussions and interaction with your 
classmates.  Participation will include discussions as well as small group activities.  You 
should come to each class prepared to become involved and discuss the assigned readings.  
Participation assignments cannot be made up in the event of absence.  (PBA standards:  I 
E; III A.1; III A.2; III B.2) 
 
Quizzes, Study Guides & Commentaries (15%) - Unannounced quizzes will be 
administered on occasion.  Study guides will be assigned for some readings.  Typed 
commentaries based on all article readings are required. 
 
Diagnostic Assessment Project (STAIR) (60%) - For this project, you will choose one 
child who will serve as a case study.  Throughout the semester, you will administer 
various informal reading and writing tasks to this student.  Finally, you will conduct a 
diagnostic lesson with the student and present your conclusions about the studentÕs 
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literacy needs to the class.  (Addresses Performance Standards: I. B.2; I D.3; I E; III A.1; 
III A.2; III C.1; III C.2) 
 
Final Exam (10%) Ð A final exam will be administered on the last day of class.  Format to 
be decided. 
 
Course grades will be assigned according to the following system.  ÔPlusÕ grades can only 
be achieved through high levels of class participation. 
 
92-100 = A 
90-91 = A- 
82-89 = B 
80-81 = B- 
72-79 = C 
70-71 = C- 
69 or below = F 
 
Required Text 
 

Gillet, J. W., & Temple, C. (2004). Understanding reading problems:  Assessment 
& Instruction (6th ed.). Boston: Allyn & Bacon. 
 

Tentative Schedule & Readings 
 
Jan 24  Overview of the Course; Introduction to Reading Assessment 
 
Jan 31  Principles of Reading Assessment and Reading Instruction; The Diagnostic 
  Assessment Process 
  G&T Ð chapter 1  
  Afflerbach article    
     
Feb 7  Informal Reading Assessment    
  G&T Ð pages 56-66 
  Rhodes & Nathenson-Mejia article 
   
Feb 14  Miscue Analysis & Running Records 
  G&T Ð pages  90-101; 111-122 
  Literacy Interview Due 
   
Feb 21  Spelling Assessment   
  G&T Ð pages 19-26; 75-86 
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Feb 28  Assessing Reading Comprehension 
  G&T Ð pages 104-108; 122-125 

 
Mar 7  Assessing Reading Comprehension (Continued) 

Hudson, Lane & Pullen article 
Running Record #1 Due 

 
Mar 14  Linking Assessment to Instruction Ð Reading Comprehension 

G&T Ð pages 293-315  
    
Mar 21  UMCP Spring Break Ð no class 
 
Mar 28  Linking Assessment to Instruction Ð Learning & Understanding Words 

G&T Ð pages 265-293 
 
Apr 4  Assessment & Instruction for Older Readers 

G&T Ð pages 358-371 
Running Record #2 Due (including comprehension analysis) 

 
Apr 11  Prince Georges County Spring Break Ð no class today; class rescheduled  

for May 7 
 
Apr 18  Writing Assessment 
  Higgins, Miller & Wegmann article 
    
Apr 25  Formal Assessment  
  G&T Ð pages 180-202 

Running Record #3 Due (including comprehension analysis) 
 
May 2  Performance Assessment & Using Rubrics 
  Hansen article (to be distributed in class)   
  Skillings & Ferrell article (to be distributed in class)    
 
May 7  (Class rescheduled from April 11) 

Reporting Assessment Information Using Portfolios 
  G&T Ð pages 134-164 

Fredericks & Rasinski article 
Diagnostic Assessment Project Due (including writing sample analysis, 
diagnostic lesson and conclusion) 

 
May 9 Parent Conferencing & Final Exam 

Stevens & Tollafield article 
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Important Notes 
 

 If you have a documented disability and wish to discuss academic 
accommodations, please see me immediately.   

 
 This schedule is subject to change.  If you are absent, please check with me or with 

classmates to find out about changes to the schedule that have been discussed in 
class. 

 
 All assignments are due at the beginning of class.  Papers turned in after class has 

begun will be considered late and will be downgraded. 
 
Code of Academic Integrity 
 
"The University of Maryland, College Park has a nationally recognized Code of Academic 
Integrity, administered by the Student Honor Council.  This Code sets standards for 
academic integrity at Maryland for all undergraduate and graduate students.  As a student 
you are responsible for upholding these standards for this course.  It is very important for 
you to be aware of the consequences of cheating, fabrication, facilitation, and plagiarism. 
 For more information on the Code of Academic Integrity or the Student Honor Council, 
please visit http://www.studenthonorcouncil.umd.edu/whatis.html." 
 
The University of Maryland Honor Pledge, proposed by the Student Honor Council and 
approved by the University Senate, reads:   

 

ÒI pledge on my honor that I have not given or received any  
unauthorized assistance on this assignment/examination.Ó 

 
Unless you are specifically advised to the contrary, the Pledge statement should be 
handwritten and signed on the front cover of all major papers, projects, or other academic 
assignments submitted for evaluation in this course.  Students who fail to write and sign 
the Pledge will be asked to confer with the instructor.  Failure to adhere to the code may 
result in the grade of XF Ð failure due to academic dishonesty.   
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
To access readings online: 

1. Go to the university libraries webpage www.lib.umd.edu. 
2. Click on Research Port. 
3. You will be prompted to enter the barcode number from the back of your ID card 

and your last name. 
4. In the left hand box that says Òsubject category,Ó double click education. 
5. Then, in the right hand box that says Òsubcategory,Ó select core(3). 
6. At the next screen, select ERIC.  This will take you to the search page. 
7. Enter the article title next to FIND and change the default field to TITLE.  In the 

box below, limit the search by putting in the journal name. 
8. When the article comes up, click on Linked Full Text. 
9. A PDF file will then open which you can read on the screen or print. 


