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COLLEGE PARK 
 

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 
Curriculum & Instruction 

 
SYLLABUS 

EDCI  433/ EDCI  680 
Advanced K-12 Foreign Language Methods and Technology 

 
EDCI 433/ EDCI 680 (Methods II) is the second of two sequential courses required for 
achieving competence in teaching a foreign language.  It is offered during the fall 
semester prior to both student teaching, and the seminar course (488 C), given during the 
spring semester or as a concurrent course with the Master Certification program. 
 
NOTE: A half-day placement per week in a middle and high school (sequentially) foreign 
language program for observation and participation (EDCI 438/EDCI 680 A) is included 
for undergraduate students.  
 
The aim of the Methods courses is to help future teachers become reflective practitioners.  
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 The conceptual framework of this course is supported by the NCATE principles                   
of Research and Inquiry; Diversity (with unity); Collaboration; and Technology. 

 
NOTE: The principle of Inclusion must also be an integral part of Instructional practice. 
 
 

BASES OF KNOWL EDGE IN NCATE CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK 
 
Knowledge of Curriculum; Subject Matter; Learners; Educational Goals and Assessment; 
Pedagogy; Social & Cultural Context 
 
 
 
¥ NCATE: National Council for the Accreditation of Teacher Education 

MAJOR TOPICS IN EDCI 433/ EDCI 680 
 

1.  Course Requirements and Assignments  
 

¥ Read the assigned texts and handouts  
¥ Begin assembling a Professional Portfolio (to be completed in Spring 08) 
¥ Mid-term exam 
¥ Keep Reflective Journals. Each reflective journal will be submitted every 

fourth week and will include 4 entries. 
¥ Gather portfolio items for portfolio check and turn in along with journal entries 
¥ Write a synopsis (one page) of a research article (F-L Annals) 
¥ Submit two Reaction papers on the following required readings: 

Multicultural education, and Classroom Management. 
¥ Complete a Special project related to EDCI 438 (Will receive separate grade) 
¥ Design a weekÕs teaching unit on a Cultural topic (for your later use) 

This unit will include 5 lessons. It should incorporate all aspects including 
goals, objectives (performance), content, activities assessment and 
technology.  This unit is your Final Exam. 
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¥ Present Unit Lesson Plan to the class. Create a one page summary to 
distribute to each teacher and each member of your class. 
 

2. Course Topics  
 

¥ Overview of Second Language Acquisition Research  
¥ Overview of Standards for Foreign Language Learning  
¥ Integrating Language Study in the Middle School Curriculum  
¥ Standards Goal Communication: Three Modes: Interpretive, 

Presentational, Interpretive 
¥ Addressing Student Diversity in the Language Classroom 
¥ Formal, Informal and Alternative Assessment 
¥ Culture 
¥ Using Technology to Contextualize and Integrate Language 
¥ Lesson Planning Ð Various levels 
¥ Classroom Expectations and Management 
¥ Multicultural Education 
¥ Multiple Intelligences and Inclusion 
¥ Textbook Evaluation & Selection 
 

IMPORTANT NOTE: 
The student must submit passing scores for PRAXI S I I  test prior to the student teaching 
semester.  Make appointments through ETS. PRAXIS booklets available in EDU 1204. 
Students need to take the OPI (Oral Proficiency Interview) and pass the Advance 
Level Check before the end of the fall semester . 
 

UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND 

  
EDCI  433/EDCI  680 

Fall 2007, Mondays 5:00-7:45 
Benjamin Building 2119 

Advanced K-12 Foreign Language Methods and Technology (Methods I I ) 
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Dr. Perla Blejer  

Phone: 301/405-7091 
Email: pblejer@umd.edu 

Office Hours: Mondays from 1:30-2:30 and by Appointment  
 

Dr. Dora F. Kennedy, Adjunct Professor 
Email: Kennedyd@umd.edu 

Phone: 301/277-9081 
 

Deborah L. Davis, MLK PDS Site Coordinator 
Phone: 301-572-0650 ext 261 

Email: ddavis@pgcps.org  

 
IMPORTANT NOTES ON COURSE POLICY AND PROCEDURES 

 

¥ If you have a documented disability and wish to discuss academic accommodations     
please see instructor 

 

¥ ALL assigned written work must be submitted in TYPED form and on time unless 
previous arrangement has been made with instructor. (Includes reflective journal).  
Writing must be grammatically correct. 

 

¥ You will not be considered absent for observance of religious holidays. 
 

¥ Please notify instructor by phone in case of illness. ATTENDANCE will affect your 
grade. 

 

¥ Please turn in your exam on time. If you are ill have someone turn in your exam; 
otherwise it will be considered late and it will affect your grade. 

 

¥ Avoid scheduling personal appointments which conflict with class sessions, 
including the FINAL SESSION. 
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¥ All students are asked to complete a COURSE EVALUATION FORM on the last 
day of class. (All students are expected to be present except for illness or religious 
holiday.) 

 
¥ Please make every effort to avoid tardiness.  

 
Honor code: I pledge on my honor that I have not given or received any unauthorized assistance on this 

assignment/examination Please handwrite this pledge on front cover of projects/papers. 
 
 

REQUIRED TEXTS:  
 

1. Shrum, Judith & Glisan W. Eileen, 2005. TeacherÕs Handbook: Contextualized 
Language Instruction. Third Edition; Thomson Heinle. ISBN:1-4130-0462-8 

2. Pelletier, Carol Marra, 2004. Strategies for Successful Student Teaching: A 
Comprehensive Guide. Second Edition; Pearson Education, Inc. ISBN: 0-205-
39682-8. 

 
ADDITIONAL REQUIRED READING 

Class Library  
 

¥ Charles, C. M., 2002. Building Classroom Discipline. Allyn & Bacon. (Selected  
Chapters) Also teacherÕs Manual (by Gail Senter). (Self-selected chapters). 

¥ Watson George, 1998. Classroom Discipline: Problem Solver. Center for Applied 
Research in Education. West Nyack, N.Y. 

¥ Reflecting on Proficiency from the Classroom Perspective. (for review purposes).  
Northest Conference Report 1993. 

¥ Salend, S.J., 2001. Creating Inclusive Classrooms: Effective and Reflective 
Practices. Prentice Hall. (Selected chapters). 

¥ Gollnick Donna M., & Chinn Philip C., 2002. Multicultural Education in a 
Pluralistic Society. Merrill Prentice Hall. 

¥ Wong Harry & Wong Rosemary, 1998. The First Days of School (reference  
reading) 
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¥ Patricia Constantino, Marie N. De Lorenzo (2002). Developing a Professional 
Teaching Portfolio. Allyn and Bacon. 

¥ Richard T. Scarpaci (2007). A Case Study Approach to Classroom Management. 
Pearson 

 
RESOURCE PERIODICALS 

¥ Foreign Language Annals 
¥ Educational Leadership (ASCD) with Curric. Update 
¥ Education Week 
¥ Harvard Education Letter 

 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 

 
Students will acquire:  

¥ Theoretical and Practical Knowledge of Foreign Language Methodology 
¥ Knowledge of Assessment in Foreign Languages and its classroom applications 
¥ Knowledge of the teaching of Culture 
¥ Further understanding of Foreign Language Standards 
¥ Broader understanding of Foreign Language School Curricula 
¥ More In depth understanding of proficiency and teaching the four language skills 
¥ Appreciation of the principles of Inclusion and Diversity in the classroom 
¥ Knowledge of the role of technology in Foreign Language Education  

 
FINAL GRADE VALUES 

 
 
 

       EDCI 433 / EDCI 680 
 
- Participation/ Attendance, Group activities- 2/10                                                         
- 2 Reaction papers to: Classroom Management and Multicultural Ed- 1/10 
- Mid-term 2/10 
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- Reflective Journals (4 entries) /Portfolio check 2/10 
- Teaching Unit (FINAL EXAM)- 3/10  

 
FINAL GRADE VALUES 
 
Mid-term (2/10) &  Final Exam (3/10)  
 
100-95 = 4.0  83-80  = 2.7  69-67  = 1.3 
94-90     = 3.7  79-77 = 2.3  66-64 = 1.0 
89-87     = 3.3  76-74 = 2.0  63-60 = 0.7 
86-84     = 3.0  73-70 = 1.7  59-00 = 0. 
Final Grade Scale 
 
4.0 = A 2.0 = C 
3.7 = A- 1.7 = C- 
3.3 = B+ 1.3 = D+ 
3.0 = B  1.0 = D 
2.7 = B- 0.7 = D- 
2.3 = C+ 0.3 = F 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Student Syllabus 
EDCI 433/688 

Agenda of Class Topics 
 

Date   Topics    School connection Assignments 
September 10 
 

-  Student data form 
-  Course overview (overall and student syllabus) 

 
Professionalism 

1. Prepare Philosophy of 
Education draft for 
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-   Portfolio Plan (pacing guide) 
-   PBA form 
-   Role of Mentors, superv, coord. 
-   TeacherÕs Handbook Chapter 1: Review of 2nd  
    Language Acquisition Theories and Standards  
-  Advocacy- Why Teach/Learn FL 
-  Outline-philosophy of ed. paper 

 portfolio Ð 1 page 
2. Read and prepare 
TeacherÕs handbook 
Chapter 2 
3. Begin working on 
reaction papers. 

September 17 
 

-  TeacherÕs Handbook Chapter 2:     -  -  
    Contexualized Language Instruction to          
    Address Goals of the Standards for 
    Foreign Language Learning 
-   Context/ Proficiency 
-   Annenberg video Ð grammar 

 

Partnering with 
Parents 

 

1. Read and prepare 
TeacherÕs handbook 
Chapter 3 
2. Strategies GuideÐ 
Chapter 6 p. 126, 140 
3. Continue working on 
reaction papers. 

September 24 
  

-  TeacherÕs Handbook Chapter 3: Organizing  
    Content and Planning for Integrated Language           
    Instruction 
-   Online county curriculum guide for FL 
-   Creating Lesson Plans video  

 

Observations: 
-  principal 
-  supervisor 
-  materials 
-  video 

1. Read /prepare 
TeacherÕs handbook 
Chapter 4 
2. Reflective journals  
(4 entries)/portfolio check  
3. Bring in example of a 
FL time table, LR plan, or 
daily lesson plan. 

October 1 
 

-   TeacherÕs Handbook Chapter 4: Lesson      
     Planning 
-   Lesson planning Guest speaker 
-   Language groups Ð hands-on lesson  
     planning/reflecting on effective lessons 
-   Whole group reflections/comments 

Collaborative 
Planner  
 
Use of a 
Planning Binder 

TeacherÕs Handbook: 
Chapter 5 
Strategies Guide Ð 
complete page 74 
Create/bring in your 
classroom expectations 

October 8 
MLK 

-   TeacherÕs Handbook Chapter 5: Integrating  
     Language Learning Study in the MS   
     curriculum 
-    Teaching for Cultural Understanding: The     

JudyÕs room 
Gallery tour of 
rooms  

- TeacherÕs 
Handbook:Chapter 6 

- Reaction paper on 
Classroom management 
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     Three PÕs: practices, products and perspectives 
-    Middle level programs: sequential v.   
     exploratory 
-    Classroom expectations discussion 
-    Classroom management 

 

- Complete Interview  
- Strategies guide: Read 

over chapters 4 and 5 
and complete p. 112 to 
review next week 

October 15 
 

-   TeacherÕs Handbook Chapter 6: Using an   
    Interactive Approach to Develop Interpretive   
    Communication 
-  The interpretive mode for teaching, listening,  
   reading and viewing 
-  Pair work Ð integrating the 3 modes of  
   communication into a lesson.  
- Whole group sharing 

Integrating the 
3 modes of 
communication 
into daily lesson 
plans 

- Teacher Handbook: 
Chapter 7 

- Culture reaction paper 
- Bring your FL 

classroom textbook for 
the next class 

 

October 22 
 

-  TeacherÕs Handbook Chapter 7: Using a Story- 
    Based Approach to Teach Grammar/Culture 
 

Teaching 
culture and 
grammar in the 
classroom 
 

TeacherÕs Handbook 
Chapter 8 
Reflective journal/ 
portfolio check 
Take home mid-term due 
November 6 

October 29 
 
 
 
 

-  TeacherÕs Handbook Chapter 8: Developing      
    Oral and Written Interpersonal Communication 
-   Implications of Proficiency for Instruction 
-   Guest speakers: OPI 
-   Mock interview 

Developing 
Proficiency in 
the classroom 
 

TeacherÕs Handbook 
Chapter 9 
Reflection on OPI: What 
are my strengths and what 
do I need to practice for 
the interview? 

November 5 
 

-   Mid Term (In-Class) 
-   TeacherÕs Handbook Chapter 9: Developing  
     Oral and Written Interpersonal  
     Communication 
-    Learning Styles research/strategies  
-    Cooperative Learning 

Interactive 
Bulletin board 
ideas 

TeacherÕs Handbook 
Chapter 10 
Research Paper 
Interactive Bulletin board 
picture due by November 
18 
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November 12 
MLK 

-   TeacherÕs Handbook Chapter 10: Addressing        
     Diverse Needs of Learners in the Language  
    Classroom 
-   Differentiated Instruction 
-   Guest Speaker: Special education 
 

Practical 
Strategies to use 
in Special 
Needs classes 

TeacherÕs Handbook 
Chapter 11 
e-mail Interactive Bulletin 
board picture 
due by November 18 

November 19 
 

-   TeacherÕs Handbook Chapter 11: Assessing     
-   Standards-Based Language Performance in  
    Context 
-   Assessment Formats/Grading 
-   Authentic Assessment and Scorin Rubrics -  -  
-   Standard-Based Integrated Performance   
     Assessment 
-   Portfolio and Self-Assessment 

Use of Formal/ 
Informal and 
Alternative 
Assessment in 
the classroom 
 
Supporting 
MSA 

Chapter 12 Journal/ 
Portfolio check 
 
Philosophy of Education 
Ð final copy 
 
Bring textbook you use in 
the classroom 

November 26 
 

-   TeacherÕs Handbook Chapter 12: Using 
Technology to Contextualize and Integrate 
Language Instruction 

-   Multimedia centers/Computer labs 
-   Technology guest speaker 
-   Textbook Evaluations 

Use of the 
Mobile lab in 
the classroom/ 
United 
Streaming 
 

Textbook 
selection team  

Five Lesson Teaching 
Unit  
Be ready to present your 
lessons next week 

December 3 
 

Warm Up: 1. Prepare to present your unit to 
class 
 
- Unit Lesson Plan Presentation Final  

Usage of 
Listening, 
Speaking, 
Reading, 
Writing,Culture 
in every unit 

Create three questions 
you would like to ask our 
guest speaker (a first year 
teacher) next week. 

December 10 
 

Warm Up: Prepare to present your unit to class 
 

- Unit Lesson Plan Presentation Final 
- First Year Teacher guest speaker 

Use of surveys 
evaluations, and 
reflections in 
the FL 

Continue to work on FL 
portfolio that is due in the 
spring. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11 

- Student Course Evaluations classroom 
 
 

 
 

            
   

         


